
Online dOnatiOns and mOre infOrmatiOn at  www.nrf.cOm.au  i  PHOne (08) 8371 0771    sPrinG issue 2018  |  01

Neurosurgical  
researcher  
PreseNtatioNs

SPRING ISSUE 2018

NrF  
research  
areas  
FuNded  
2018

At this year’s AGM Assoc Prof Renee Turner NRF Director of Neurosurgical Research 
introduced four researchers whose presentations summarized the high-quality, 
innovative and clinically-relevant research being conducted by our dedicated 
research team, comprised by both basic scientists and clinical researchers.

The extended team continues to conduct world-class research, working towards 
a common goal of finding new interventions and treatment strategies for life-
threatening neurosurgical conditions such as spinal cord injury, traumatic brain 
injury, stroke, brain tumours, concussion, paediatric and neurogenerative disorders 
including Parkinson’s Disease.

Research area priorities Stroke, Brain Tumour, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, and Parkinson’s Disease. 

Assoc Prof Renee Turner NRF Director of Neurosurgical Research,  Dr Melinda Tea,  
Dr Adam Wells, Isabella Bileki and Bianca Guglietti.

Photos: Members, Board Members past and present, researchers and guests at the NRF AGM.
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NRF PReseNtatioN Gala DiNNeR

VoluNteers
Kat nehme

allys todd

Brittany Vincent

Kahla Parsons

ellen muster

Kate mallia

Kathryn mullen

max, saatvik & matthew

matiss reinhards

melissa cantley

robin walden

stacey collins

George chahhoud

guest sPeaKers
cherrie adams

Jenny tocaciu

Prof stuart Pitson

dr Glenn mcculloch

Prof allan evans

eNtertaiNmeNt 
mc: cosi costello

Band: sa Police Band

dj: lisa d

PriZe doNors 
Aina Kambala

Aldgate Vet Clinic

Balthazar Cafe

B Captured

Beeswax

Benefitness

British Hotel

British Paints

Budget Living

Cath Cantlon

Catherine Branson

Clarke the Jeweller

Complete Look Hair 

D&A Security

Ego 

Exuber8

Festival Distributors

Flavio

Flight Centre

FreshFront

FruChocs 

Holdfast Insurance 

Ints Pukitis

XXXL Krue

Kwik Kopy

Mobizone

Neds

NEHCO

Northside Curtains & 
Blinds

Opal Diamond Factory

Pruners Hut

Pure Wine Company & 
Longview Wines

Renaissance Limousines

Rockford Wines

Perpetual

Pins & Needles

San Giorgio Restaurant

Shearer’s

Sidewood Wines

Sir James

Solver Paints

Tania Aliis Art

TBar

Tde

Topline Promotions

Totally Framed

Tupperware

Uni SA

Vrodos Family

Westside Nailbar

Wild Game Wine

Woodstock

Zhivago

Zoos SA

manY tHanKs tO tHe dOnOrs, 
sPOnsOrs and Guests. we raised 
OVer $90,000 On tHe niGHt.

the evening saw the nrf donate $1million to the university of south australia to establish the 
nrf chair of Brain tumour research. in addition, guests enjoyed assisting the foundation 
through fundraising and a silent auction.

sPecial thaNKs to the FollowiNg 



dr adam wells
consultant neurosurgeon, royal adelaide hospital, senior 
clinical Lecturer, The university of adelaide
dr wells gave a summary of his recent experiences working 
in high volume neurotrauma unit in cambridge university, the 
united Kingdom, including research into the patholphysiology 
and management of traumatic brain injury.

“research is an extremely important part of neurosurgery 
in cambridge university, and i hope to bring back to south 
australia some of the lessons i have learnt whilst studying 
there. we have a unique opportunity in south australia to 
unite the various unique and world-class research skill sets 
that already exist here, and make adelaide the centre of 
neurosurgical research excellence in australasia.”

dr meliNda tea
glioblastoma brain tumour research, 
research associate, centre for 
cancer biology, university of  
south australia and sa Pathology
melinda gave insights into her work on advanced preclinical 
models for testing new therapies in Glioblastoma. in summary, 
Glioblastoma is the most common malignant brain tumour 
in adults, and is highly fatal due to limitations in existing 
therapies. there is a desperate need to identify new drug 
targets and effective targeted therapies for this cancer. with 
previous support of funding provided by the neurosurgical 
research foundation, we have shown that drugs developed 
in our laboratory are effective in reducing glioblastoma tumour 
growth. 

isabella bileKi
stroke research, Translational 
neuropathology Laboratory, school  
of medicine, university of adelaide
isabellas work aims to characterise 
the role of pericytes in barrier breakdown and the subsequent 
development of brain swelling following stroke, and in turn, 
what effect this has on functional outcome. By mapping 
pericyte response over time following stroke we will gain a 
better understanding of their role in post-stroke injury and 
recovery. By determining the relationship between pericytes, 
barrier breakdown and resultant post-stroke disability, we seek 
to identify new therapeutic targets to promote recovery and 
improve outcome following stroke.

biaNca guglietti 
Parkinson’s disease research, 
Translational neuropathology  
Laboratory, school of medicine,  
university of adelaide
whilst the exact cause of Parkinson’s  
disease (Pd) is unknown, Bianca is researching a leading 
theory involving the activation of microglia, which go on to 
perpetuate a chronic inflammatory response resulting in the 
degeneration of neurons. further research will aim to fully 
characterise the efficacy of this intervention and the possibility 
that, by inhibiting microglial activation, this may minimise the 
spread of alpha-synuclein deposits (the main pathological 
protein found in Pd) throughout the brain, potentially improving 
cognitive outcomes for Pd patients.
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neurosurgicaL research highLighTs
This years AGM included presentations from four of the researchers currently undertaking projects with the 
support of the NRF. The evening provided an opportunity for attendees to ask some thought provoking questions 
to explore each area of research.
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thank you to all of our wonderful 
participants, sponsors, volunteers 
and friends in this year’s city to Bay! 
nrf team neuro looked fantastic 
and everyone did an outstanding job 
raising funds and awareness for nrf 
research. everyone has their own 
personal connection and story behind 
taking part in the event ranging from 
brain tumour survivors, researchers, 
medical staff and those competing in 
memory of someonae lost. all raising 
much needed funds for improved 
treatments, extended life expectancy 
and ultimately cures for neurosurgical 
conditions.
Over the past 7 years, nrf team 
neuro comprises of over 690 team 
members and has already raised in 
excess of $250,000 for life saving and 
life changing neurosurgical research. 
thank you to nrf team neuro!

nrF Team neuro 2018 raises $29,890  
For LiFe saving neurosurgicaL research.

Thank you To 
our Fundraisers 
and suPPorTers 
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